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Federal court in N.O. wins award for jury system 


By STEVE CANNlZAftO 

^aff writer 


When pe(^le are called for jury 
duty in federal district court in 
New Orleans, they can pretty 
much count on being chosen to 
hear a case, even if it means 
■ going before several judges until 
= they are picked. 

The clerk's office for the East- 
, em District of Louisiana has got- 
' ten so good at utilization of juries 
, that it was presented a ^>ecial ci- 
' tation this week by the national 


Administrative Office of United 
States Ckairts. 

The citation, given Wednesday 
to Clerk of Court Loretta G. 
Whyte, recognizes her office for 
leading the nation's 95 clerk's 
offices the past three years in 
having the lowest percentage of 
potential jurors not used after 
th^ are c^ed for duty. 

'The New Orleans office has 
had an average of 16 percent of 
potential jurors not us^ over the 
three-year period, said L. Ralph 
Mecham, director of the national 
administrative office. 


This year, the figure has been 
less than 9 percent. 

“It's the low score that counts 
in this,” Mecham said after giv¬ 
ing the citation to Whyte. 

“This court has been a leader 
in the country and has been 
instrumental in giving seminars 
to help others (clerk’s offices) uti¬ 
lize jurors’ time more effec¬ 
tively,” Mecham said 

Tlie administrative office’s na¬ 
tional goal for clerk’s offices is 
about 30 percent, he said, adding 
that no other clerk’s office comes 


close to New Orleans* record for 
jury utilization. 

Whyte, who credits the low 
average to a system designed to 
pool jinies for use by more than 
one judge, said decreasing the 
number of prospective jurors who 
are called unnecessarily saves the 
government considerable money. 

Whyte, who has been clerk of 
court for four years and was chief 
deputy clerk before that, said the 
13 federal judges in the Elastem 
District of Lo^iana have coop¬ 
erated in creating the jury pool¬ 
ing system. 


Judge Adrian Dupiantier, one 
of the driving forces for the jury 
pool system started in New 
Orleans in 1980, said a major fac¬ 
tor was getting judges to schedule 
jury trials on the same day and to 
stagger the starting time for tri¬ 
als. 

If a person isn’t selected for 
one trial starting at 8:30 a.m. or 9 
a.m., that juror can be recircu¬ 
lated into the jury pool and go 
before another judge starting a 
trial at 10, 10:30 or 11, Du¬ 
piantier said. 


*‘We’ve had some jurors used 
four times in a sin^e d^” before 
they were chosen to hear a case, 
be said. 

“They are being paid so you 
might as well keep them for the 
day,” Judge Charles Schwartz Jr. 
said. 

Under the old system,: Dui 
plantier said, each judge called 
his own pool of potential jurors 
and jurors not used were excused 
rather than going to another 
court for a different case. 


2 questioned 
about housing 
authority pacts 


Suspicious fire 
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Rrefighters battle the multialarm blaze on St. Andrew Street early Frday morning. 

Arson suspected in two N.O. fires 


By VALERIE FACULNE 

>Staff writer 


- Firefighters battled two four- 
alarm fires and a smaller fire in 
-Uptown New Orleans early 
Friday. 

< The two four-alarm fires mi^t 
diave been started by arsonists, 
'Fire Superintendent William 
:McCrossen said. 

The first fire broke out at 
.12:49 a.m. at 1623 St. Andrew 
-St^ an unocf^ied, wood-frame, 
two-story building. The fire had 
already spread to an adjacent 
building at 1625-27 St. Andrew 
.when firefighters arrived and 
eventually became a four-alarm 
, blaze, hfcCrossen said. 


Damage was heavy at 1623 St. 
Andrew, and there was moderate 
damage to the building next door, 
he sai^ 

Before that fire could be de¬ 
clared under control, the detri¬ 
ment was notified of a second fire 
six blocks away at 1566 Camp 
St., McKDrossen saicL 

That fire also reached four- 
alarm status and destroyed one 
building. It had ^lead to another 
house next door when firefi^ters 
arrived, McCrossen said. 

He said that in both incidents 
firefighters were able to control 
the fires before they destroyed 
other houses in the areas. 

McCrossen said his depart¬ 


ment is investigating the possibil¬ 
ity of arson in the two fires 
because it is unusual for two fires 
to break out in such a short pe¬ 
riod of time and in such close 
proximity. 

With two major fires, the city 
was down to 11 fire companies, 
McCrossen said. He said if he 
had been forced to call out one 
more fire company, he would 
have asked the Jefferson Parish 
Fire Department for help. 

At 3:30 am., a little more than 
an hour after bringing the second 
fire under control, the Fire 
Department was notified of a 
third but smaller blaze three 
blocks from the Camp Street fire. 

McCrossen said the fire at 


1028 Josephine St. caused only 
minor damage and is believed to 
have been started accidentally. 

Later in the day, two shotgun 
doubles were heavily damaged in 
a one-alarm fire in the 2600 block 
of Allen Street. 

Investigators said th^r believe 
that the noon fire started at 
2613-15 Allen aiid spread to the 
house next door at 2809-11 Allen. 

Third District Chief William 
Sanderson and his firefighters 
placed the fire under control in 
13 minutes. Fire Department 
spokesman Richard Blackmon 
said. 

Nobody was injured in the 
fires. 


ByRICHAItOBOVD 

West Bank bureau 


A West Bank builder and a 
New Orleans architect Friday 
went before a federal grand jury 
r^mrtedly looking at contracts 
the two hold with the Jefferson 
Parish Housing Authority. 

Pete Vicari of Harvey and 
Richard Oehler made brief 
a(qpearances before the jury. 

Vicari, represented by retired 
judge Al^ Oser, sa^ he doesn’t 
know what the investigation is 
about. 

“I was only in there no more 
than two minutes,” he said. “I 
supplied records on the Housing 
Authority contract and a con^ 
tract I have for work with the 
Orieans Parish SchocJ Board. 

“If I knew what this is about 
and what they want, I would be 
happy to respond both to them 
and to the media.” 

Oehler was not available for 
comment. - . 

Vicari was awarded a $1.85 
million contract by the Housing 
Authority last year as general 
contractor for a $2.5 million fed¬ 
erally financed renovation project 
for the Acre Road project in 
Marrero. 

Months before Vicari was 
awarded his contract, Oehler re¬ 
ceived a $94,000 contract as 
architect. 

He got it under the name of 
Facility Planning, the name of 
the d^Murtment he heads ibr the 
Orieans Parish School System. 

Oehler also got an $8,000 con¬ 
tract to design playgrounds for 
Acre Road, using f^eral Com¬ 
munity Development money 
given to JefiTerson Parish. He was 
recommended for that job and 
the Lafitte Park study by Parish 
Councilman James Lawson. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe 
Giarusso, handling the probe, 
said its in preHminaiy stages, and 


declined further comment. U.S. 
Attorney John Volz said, how¬ 
ever, -that the investigation 
involves contracts awarded 
Oehler and Vicari. 

Housing Authority Chainnan 
Herbert Wallace and authority 
attorney Larry Pieno also were 
subpoenaed. 

'^ey said th^ spent less than 
five minutes before the jury turn¬ 
ing over records pertaining to 
cari and Oehler contracts. 

“We weren’t questioned. Th^ 
just wanted the records. We gave 
them the records and they dis¬ 
missed us,” Pieno said. 

Oehler was recently awarded a 
$35,000 contract from the Jeffer¬ 
son Parish Council for a p^lic. 
housing and recreationid use 
study of the lower Lafitte Park 
area under the name Architec- . 
tural Design Consultants. 

Authorities are exploring 
Lawson’s relationship wiffi Vicari 
and Oehler, sources said. 

After gettmg the $1.85 millio n 
contract, Vicari subcontract^ 
$1.55 million to Sidney Artigues, 
a Harvey contractor. 

Re^onal Housing and Urban 
Development director Richard 
Franco said earlier this year that 
his staff would investigate the Vi- 
cari'Artigues connection. 

Vicari also awarded a $116,000 
subcontract for carpeting and tile 
work to Bon Marche Furniture 
Store, owned by Parish Ck>un- 
cilman Lloyd Giardina. 

After HUD said that was a 1 
conflict of interest, the contract 
was canceled. 

' Victor Gabriel was chainnan of 
the Housing Authority when he - 
ai^lied for the architect contract, . 
Oehler said in Fdiruary. At that 
time, Gabriel operat^ Metro 
Mortgage, a company owned by 
Vicari, but resigned when the . 
state (^mmission on Ethics for 
Public Employees said it would 
be a conflict of interest if Vicari 
sou^t the Acre Rood work. 



Two archaeologists 
doing dirty work on 
Battle of N.O. sites 



Herschel Franks digs soil core as Jill-Karen Yakubik charts soil data at the Chalmette park. 
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Yakubik examines the columns of dirt for 
changes in soil color, using a color chart 
that resembles a paint-chip card from the 
hardware store. 


By USA MARTIM 

SL Bernard/Piaquemines bureau 


Jill-Karen Yakubik and Hers- 
cbel Franks have boring jobs at 
the Chalmette National Histori- 
::al Park. 

But they dig the work. 

Actually, the task the archaeo¬ 
logists have undertaken is far 
more significant than a bad pun 
indicates. They are spending a 
week taking soil samples from 
lectioDs of the park, trying to de¬ 
termine where key parts of the 
Battle of New Orleans took place. 

Much of the battle took place 
-'n 1815 on or near the park 
pounds. When the park was re- 
onstructed in the iSfiOs for the 
I50th anniversary of the battle, it 
irroneously was believed that ^ 
Mississippi River washed away 
most of the battlefield, Yakubik 
iaid. 

But during a routine check in 
1983 of a proposed visitors’ cen- 
.er at the park, archaeologists 
.rem the National Park Serrice, 
vhich operates the park, found 
he foundations of a house 
hou^t to have been lost to the 
•iver. 

The discovery changed histori- 
ms’ beliefs about where the lines 
>f battle were drawn. 

Eventually, the Park Service 
vill have to change the park's 


layout, park ranger Ray Brende 
said Fii^y. 

“But it’s a real long process,” 
he said. "That’s why we’re doing 
the coring now.” 

The dirt samples will show if 
and where soil was moved to 
build earthen batteries that pro¬ 
tected soldiers during the batUe. 

Soil generally rests in qsecific 
layers, Franks said. If the land 
has been disturbed, the layers will 
reflect the change, he said. 

He and Yakubik began work¬ 
ing this week on the northwest¬ 
ern side of the park, where 
Battery No. 7 now is believed to 
have been. Batteries No. 7 and 
No. 8 protected American troops, 
led by Maj. Gen. Andrew Jack- 
son, fium British soldiers coming 
through the swamps, Brende 
said. 

While at the park, the two ar¬ 
chaeologists intend also to take 
samples fr’om the suspected Bat¬ 
tery No. 8 site, in the wooded 
area north of Battery No. 7; from 
Battery No. 5, believed to be on 
the south side of the battlefield; 
and from an arc-shaped earth¬ 
work, called a redan, also thought 
to be in the park. 

The job is time-consuming and 
seems tedious to the untrained 
observer. Franks bores a soil 
probe — a long, stainless steel, 
pipe-shaped too! — into the se¬ 
lected spot. He removes samples 


from the soil surface, from one 
meter deep and from two meters 
deep. 

“The hardest part is getting it 
(the probe) started.” he said, 
straining to push the probe into 


the ground. “The ground is really 
dry right now.” 

Yakubik takes notes on a clip¬ 
board. examining the inc'u-thick 
columns of dirt for changes in 
soil color. Using a color chart 


that resembles a paint-chip card 
from the hardware store, she re¬ 
cords the colors of different sec¬ 
tions of the sanq>le. 

Finally, the two store each 
sample in a labeled zip-tc^ plas¬ 
tic bag. 

They will take about 150 sam¬ 
ples during their week at the 
park, Yaku^ said. 

But they won't have results of 
the tests for some time, she said. 
Park Service archaeologist Ted 
Birkedal will have to analyze the 
samples and compare them to 
the information he gathered at 
earlier digs at the park, she said. 


City utility 
consultant 
replaced 

The City Council decided 
Thursday to replace its chief 
local consultant on utility issues, 
lawyer Brod Bagert, with a team 
of three lawyers. 

Walter J. Wilkerson and the 
firm of Carter and Cates were 
hired to advise council members, 
who regulate the rates of New 
Orleans Public Service Inc. 

Council members said they 
wanted to distribute legal rep¬ 
resentation between local 
attorneys and the Washington 
law firm of Vemer, Liipfert, 
Bernhard, McPherson and Hand. 

The council now receives l^al 
advice on energy matters from 
ci^ attorneys and Vemer Lfip- 
fert. Bagert, a former city coun¬ 
cilman, provided advice until 
earlier this year, when his con¬ 
tract was not renewed. 

Wilkerson, 1st District Asses¬ 
sor Kenneth Carter and Sidney 
Cates IV are black. All three have 
close political ties to council 
members and the Barthelemy 
and Morial administrations. 

Carter is a close friend of 
Councilman James Singleton. 
Cates is the son of Sidney C^tes 
III, former director of the Hous¬ 
ing Authority of New Orleans 
and a political ally of former 
Mayor Dutch Morial. Wilkerson 
is the law partner of Ronald Na- 
bonne, one of Mayor Sidney Bar- 
thelemy’s closest political 
advisers. 

The attorneys will be paid $115 
an hour for their work with the 
counciL 
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